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The Naughtiest Thing I've Ever Done

“I FAKED AN
ILLNESS TO

ET MY WAY”

Marianne, 28, feigned an illness just
so those around her would let h] er
have her way. But guilt eventually
gol the better of her. Read her

confession below. BY NICOLEANN

My work as an events planner was exciting and
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stressful. While [ loved the creative aspects
of the job, 1 detested the people part.
Diealing with clients was a chore to me
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Most of my clients were society ladies

who loved throwing fundraisers and gala
Lialls. ’]']w}' were well-connected and
counted CEQOk and calebrities as their best
friends. My boss loved pandering to their
egos and vanity and expected the restof us to
do the same, It was soul-killing. She even went as
far as volunteering us to ':1L:|l1 these socialites ran their

errands for them. 1 once had 1o deliver a seack of fast-food
coupons to a client while she and her kids waited at the fase-food
restaurant,

ll.ll"r'lll_u |::|:|:||.i '.I.'I'I“I.]E.ll. I'I'I'-tl:'li"i h-l'."'l"r'i.ll.' L"(i!'ﬁl:'l:l:'{'... I Iiflmj'.-lﬂ{i. 08 I'I:":"i'il_-fl:l
trom my job. I thought my boss would just accepr my resignation
and let me serve my notice but I was wrong. It turned out she
really wanted me to stay on! She spent an hour trying to persuade
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she could do to make me stay. Finally, she asked, “Is there a
reason why vou want to leave so badly:”

“T'm very sick and my doctor recommends that [ take time off
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inside pust made me say that because | thoughr it would ger my
boss off my back. It didn't. Instead, she told me thae she and my
colleagues would do their best to ensure [ wasn't overworked and
that I could ke tme off whenever [ needed.

I was wracked with guilt. T decided to stay on and give my 101
percent untl 1 found another opportunity to qut. The nexe two
weeks, 1 Found ;|'|'|1_;b¢,']|-d:_:-:11:f_- the |t:||: I lad h|g1t:'-:| 1o o T was
lett to draft proposals, plan programmes, and create music
playlists that'd suit the events we were doing. My boss and
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5 BEHAVIOUR OF
SUCCESSFUL EMPLOYEES

A survey among bosses found the
top traits they appreciate most in an
gmployee are;

1. Ability to take directions
and instructions
2. Willingness ta learn from failure
3. Composure in times of a crisis
4. Passion for your work
5. Trustworthiness

mundane errands. As much as | enjoved myself,
[ couldn't shake off the guilr that I was lying to
people who genuinely cared about me. 1 decided to
came clean. | scheduled 3 1r|¢;rLi_|]_1_l with everyone and
broke the news to them, apologising profusely. At first my
D was livid and a couple of my colleapues almost wanted to
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actually apologised vo us! She realised that she had taken “go
the extra mile” too far and promised she would manage the
clients better. Although I'm no longer workang for my boss, we
remain as friends. I was humbled by this lesson and swore I'd

never do something like this again, B




